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May 14-16 in Greenville  

CTAM Spring Conference only two months away 
both mornings. The 

workshops will start 

at 9:00 a.m. at the 

Greenville Middle 

School.  Workshops 

havenõt all been fi-

nalized yet, but at 

press time, they 

were pursuing ses-

sions on Directing, 

Scene Painting, Stage 

Management (with 

backstage etiquette), 

Period Stage Move-

ment, Improvisation, Costuming, Starting a Chil-

drenõs Theatre Group, and Creative Ways to Pro-

mote Your Group. Somewhere in that extensive list, 

you should be able to find several that interest you! 

Our FRCT hosts are bringing lunch in for everyone 

and the afternoon workshop sessions will conclude 

by about 3:30 p.m.  This will give everyone several 

hours of free time before the evening festivities. Weõll 

gather again at 5:30 for their dinner theatre produc-

tion of A Few Good Men at the Greenville Area 

Community Center. 

Sunday will start at 9:00 am ... and include the world 

premiere showing of Upon the Heath, filmed outside 

in the fog and drizzle at the Fall Conference in Cadil-

lac. (The photo above is of the Friday evening per-

formance inside!) 

Watch for a separate mailing with registration infor-

mation or check the CTAM website from time to 

time for information as it becomes available. 

Questions about the conference can be directed to 

ôthe man in the know,õ Event Coordinator Kim Joki 

at kdjoki@yahoo.com . 

The focus of this workshop, hosted by All-of-us 

Express Childrenõs Theatre, is developing original 

programming that will engage community youth 

to participate in local theater. Topics will include 

choosing scripts that appeal to young people, 

providing education and life skills through thea-

ter, engaging youth in the backstage arts as well 

as acting, maintaining working relationships with 

young people in theater, and creating workable 

budgets for youth programs. Workshop materi-

als, beverages, snacks and lunch are included. The 

cost is $30 per person and the workshop runs 

from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  

Contact Miranda Sue Hartman at All-of-Us Ex-

press at witchwaywho@aol.com for more infor-

mation about the workshop.  

Saturday, March 20 
Regional workshop on Youth  
Programming in East Lansing  

The 2010 Spring Conference, hosted by the Flat River 

Players in Greenville, is only a couple of months 

away and plans are coming together for a great 

weekend! 

Everyone will be staying at the AmericInn, where we 

will gather Friday evening for a get-acquainted party 

in the Hospitality Suite to make new friends and re-

new acquaintances from previous conferences. 

Please call the hotel directly at 616-754-4500 to 

make your room reservation for Friday and Saturday 

evenings, May 14 and 15. Be sure to mention CTAM 

to access the special rate of about $89 they have ne-

gotiated for us. 

Saturday morning starts with breakfast on your own; 

a continental breakfast is included at the hotel for 
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Saturday, March 20, 2010 

East Lansing. All of us Express 

Regional workshop on Childrenõs 

Theatre programming. 

April 10-11, 2010 

Kalamazoo Civic Theatre 

CTAM Board meeting  

May 14-16, 2010 

Greenville, MI 

Spring Conference 

Hosted by Flat River Players 

Saturday, May 15, 2010 2010 Playwriting Contest deadline 

Sunday, May 16,  2010 

Greenville, MI 

CTAM Board meeting 

10 a.m. 

June 22-27, 2010 

Venice, Florida 

International Theatre Festival 

www.venicestage.com/international  
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July 23-25, 2010 

MacMullen Center, Higgins Lake 

Master Class Weekend 

(See story on page 6.) 
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Fall Conference  
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Storage solution needed for 
CTAM merchandise 
As CTAM grows, so does its inventory of saleable merchandise. 

CTAM offers several high quality items for purchase at the 

Spring and Fall Convention. For some time now, Vincent 

Weiler, former chair of the Merchandise Committee, has been 

gracious enough to not only handle the purchasing of these 

wonderful items but also the storage, transport, set up and care 

of these items. As the merchandise inventory continues to 

grow, the tasks of storage and transport also become larger. 

The most convenient solution would be to have a trailer or 

other mobile storage option for these items, something that 

could contain as well as transport 

the items. However, in order for 

CTAM to offer all that it does to its 

members at affordable prices, the 

organization must run on a very 

tight budget and cannot readily af-

ford such a purchase. Anyone with 

ideas on how to tackle this storage 

and transport challenge, please con-

tact any member of the CTAM 

Board of Directors...listed to the left!  

mailto:vweiler@ioscoresa.net
mailto:cfrick9898@charter.net


Old Man Winter is close to de-

parting to make room for wel-

comed Spring. I am sure CTAM 

member groups are busy preparing 

for their spring productions, as 

well as   planning for their next 

seasonsõ offerings. 

But take some time to consider 

CTAMõs great learning opportuni-

ties coming up for participants of 

CTAM member groups that will add immensely to 

individual personal growth as well as benefit their 

member groups as they look forward to future en-

deavors. 

On the weekend of May 14-16, the Flat River Players 

of Greenville will be hosting the CTAM Spring Con-

ference. A variety of interesting and valuable work-

shops and enjoyable social activities are planned. 

On the weekend of July 23-25, two CTAM Master 

Classes will be held at the McMullen Conference 

Center at Higgins Lake.  Jim Carver will be conduct-

ing a class for actors and directors on òComedy,ó and 

Larry Nielsen will be conducting a class on 

òBoardsmanship.ó 

Jim, formerly the Managing Director of the Kalama-

zoo Civic, is well-known throughout the state and 

the country for his work with CTAM and AACT. He 

is an excellent actor and director, and he has adjudi-

cated at state, national, and international festivals.  

His book, Carverõs Manual on Community Theatre 

Directing: A Step-by-Step Approach, will be published 

in March. 

Larry has long been associated with Twin City Players 

and has directed many productions over the years.  

He, too, is a well -known adjudicator throughout the 

country. Larry has had much experience working 

with community theatre groups and boards of direc-

tors to improve groupsõ abilities to develop clear and 

organized plans of action. 

Both Jim and Larry are great teachers and leaders, 

and they will provide absolutely wonderful informa-

tion and practical techniques that will be invaluable 

for CTAM members and groups. 

I hope to see many of you at these events.  Make 

plans now to attend at least one, if not more.  Keep 

checking our website for more information as it be-

comes available: www.communitytheatre.org . 

The Prez Sezé A Piece of My Heart 
author coming to 
Michigan 
In anticipation of the award -winning drama, Shirley 

Lauroõs A Piece of My Heart, which will be presented 

by Twin City Players during April, the directors have 

prepared a student Study Guide to help students 

learn about Vietnam and the experiences of those 

who served. It provides information on the Vietnam 

conflict and the turbulent times in America. The 

Study Guide is posted on the TCP Website at 

www.twincityplayers.org.  It is hoped that current 

high school and college students and their Drama, 

English or US History teachers will use the Study 

Guide to learn more about the Vietnam conflict as a 

classroom assignment or as extra credit work for stu-

dents. The Study Guide suggests a dozen questions 

teachers and students can use as a starting point.  

A highlight of the whole experience is that author 

Shirley Lauro plans to attend several of the perform-

ances. She and her husband arrive on April 17 and 

will see the show that evening and again on the 

18th. After the Sunday matinee, she will hold a talk-

around with cast, crew and audience members.  TCP 

is doing dinner opportunities with Ms. Lauro to raise 

a few bucks and give everyone an opportunity to 

talk with her.    

òThis is a great opportunity for TCP, our members, 

and certainly the cast and crew,ó explains Larry Niel-

sen who is directing the show. òTo be able to hear 

Ms. Lauro and ask her questions is exciting. It is not 

often a group gets to present before the play-

wright.  As director, I am extremely anxious about 

Ms. Lauro's feedback regarding our production, but 

everyone is honored to have the opportunity to hear 

her feedback and talk with her." 

CTAM President  
Art Nemitz 

WANTED 
Playwrights to submit their plays  

 for the 2010 CTAM Playwriting Contest. 
Information on the CTAM website  

www.communitytheatre.org  
Or contact Vincent Weiler at 

vweiler@ioscoresa.net.  
Deadline: May 15  

3 

http://www.communitytheatre.org
http://www.twincityplayers.org/


4 

Whoõs doing what around Michigan in March and April 
Players de Noc, Escanaba A Funny Thing Happened/Forum Mar 4-13, 2010 

Kalamazoo Civic Theatre# The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe Mar 5-13, 2010 

Old Town Playhouse, Traverse City Rent Mar 5-27, 2010 

Players Guild of Dearborn The Hollow Mar 5-21, 2010 

Ridgedale Players, Troy Footloose Mar 5-21, 2010 

Rosedale Community Players Twigs Mar 5-27, 2010 

Grosse Pointe Theatre Complete Wks of Wilm Shakespeare (abridged) Mar 7-20, 2010 

Alpena Civic Plaza Suite Mar 11-24, 2010 

Ann Arbor Civic Theatre The Hound of the Baskervilles Mar 11-14, 2010 

Flint Community Players Romeo and Juliet Mar 11-21, 2010 

Clarkston Village Players Melville Boys Mar 12-27, 2010 

Northland Players, Cheboygan All Night Strut Mar 12-20, 2010 

St. Dunstan Theatre Guild, Birmingham Little Shop of Horrors Mar 12-28, 2010 

Tawas Bay Players Aida( Teen musical) Mar 12-21, 2010 

Village Players, Birmingham Assassins Mar 12-28, 2010 

Park Players, Detroit       Joseph /Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat       Mar 12-27, 2010 

Fenton Village Players Play On Mar 18-28, 2010 

Avon Players Hollywood Arms Mar 19-Apr 3, 2009 

Clio Cast and Crew Charlotte's Web Mar 19-28, 2010 

Flat River Community Players The Phantom Tollbooth Mar 19-27, 2010 

Pontiac Theatre IV The Producers Mar 19-27, 2010 

Saline Area Players Chicago Mar 20-22, 2010 

Kalamazoo Civic Theatre All My Sons Mar 26-Apr 11, 2010 

Monroe Community Players Our Town Mar 26-28, 2010 

Stagecrafters, Royal Oak A Streetcar Named Desire Mar 26-Apr 11, 2010 

Kalamazoo Civic Theatre The Dixie Swim Club Apr 2-17, 2010 

Twin City Players, St. Joseph A Piece of My Heart Apr 2-25, 2010 

Cadillac Footliters Egad, What a Cad! and Curse You, Jack Dalton! Apr 8-18, 2010 

Owosso Community Players On Golden Pond Apr 9-17, 2010 

Holland Civic Theatre The Butler Did It Apr 15-May 8, 2010 

Old Town Playhouse, Traverse City Social Security Apr 15-24, 2010 

Pontiac Theatre IV Phantom Tollbooth Apr 16-24, 2010 

Clarkston Village Players Little Red (Puppet show)* Apr 17, 2010 

Pinckney Players Duck Hunter Shoots Angel Apr 17-25, 2010 

Bay City Players The Producers April 22-May 2, 2010 

Lansing Civic Players Guild The Bob and Al Show Apr 22-May 2, 2010 

Master Arts Theatre Company, Grand Rapids Joyful Noise Apr 22-May 8, 2010 

Stage-M, Big Rapids Rumors Apr 22-25, 2010 

All of Us Express Children's Theatre# Dragonsong Apr 23-May 2, 2009 

Central Park Players, Grand Haven Almost, Maine Apr 23-May 1, 2010 

Grand Rapids Civic Theatre Sarah Plain and Tall Apr 23-May2, 2010 

Kalamazoo Civic Theatre Twelve Angry Men Apr 23-25, 2010 

Players de Noc, Escanaba Doubt Apr 23-May 1, 2010 

Rogers City Community Theatre The Odd Couple (Female version) Apr 23-May 2, 2010 

Spotlight Players, Plymouth Oklahoma! Apr 23-May 2, 2010 

Stagecrafters, Royal Oak A Delicate Balance Apr 23-May 2, 2010 

Muskegon Civic Theatre The Sound of Music Apr 29-May 2, 2010 

Rosedale Community Players Last Night of Ballyhoo Apr 29-May 22, 2010 

Community Theatre of Howell The Music Man Apr 30-May 9, 2010 

Farmington Players Gypsy Apr 30-May 22, 2010 

Kalamazoo Civic Theatre# Home on the Mornin' Train Apr 30-May 8, 2010 

Players Guild of Dearborn Thoroughly Modern Millie Apr 30-May 23, 2010 

Shoreline Players, Oscoda The Odd Couple (female version) Apr  30-May 9, 2010 



This column each issue will include short notes from various 

member groups about whatõs going on. This issue, we talk about 

what groups feel they can brag about!  

For the May issue, please send a paragraph of about 50 words 

about your most successful show this season. You can define 

òsuccessfuló however you want! Please submit your response to 

The Editor (mellbee@earthlink.net) by April 25, 2010. 

Heart-of-the-Hills Players in Rochester Hills and Troy 

send news releases to local newspapers and also 

posts auditions on their website. They also publish 

the information in their newsletter and hope word -of

-mouth will get to others in the community who are 

interested. This is a seniors-only group who do full -

scale musicals...Carousel this May! 

Bay City Players uses the usual announcements trying 

to reach new people for auditions: e -mails, newslet-

ters, newspapers. But we have recently found that 

selecting a òhotó show really brings people to us. 

Young people showed up in droves for Cats and Chi-

cago. Women packed auditions for Doubt. Our Pro-

ducers cast is filled with those who love Mel Brooks. 

Titanic brought people of all ages. Young men were 

anxious to be in Abridged Shakespeare. These shows 

were well know to the public, well liked, and people 

wanted to audition for 

them. 

Ann Arbor Civic Theatre 

has great success in en-

couraging people to audi-

t i o n  f o r  t h e i r 

shows.  There are a few 

wonderful websites and 

groups on Facebook that 

are dedicated to audition 

information that are well -

viewed; we make sure to 

update them on a regular 

basis.   We also started 

putting together an 

ôAuditionõ listserv of all 

people who have voiced 

an interest in auditioning 

or have auditioned for our shows in the past.  We 

send audition notices to them each month and see 

many of these folks at auditions. 

Grosse Pointe Theatre had accumulated a meaning-

less mailing list of potential auditionees and tossed 

that list out at the beginning of this season. In addi-

tion to including the information in our monthly 

newsletter, we now put our audition notices on our 

website and lead people there for information 

through flyers and news releases. This system has 

been working at least as well as the old, expensive 

individual mailings of postcards or letters. 

Whazz-up? 
A compilation of theatre stuff going on 

around Michigan 

Information for these listings is pulled from your membership sheets submitted with your dues renewal, as 

well as from websites that we could find. If your information is incorrect or missing, please send the correct 

information to The Editor by Feb. 20, 2010, to be corrected in the next issue. Also, donõt forget to send us 

your 2010-2011 season as soon as itõs selected and dates established. 
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Stagecrafters at the Baldwin Theatre in Royal Oak hit their stride with The Full Monty. 

Bay City Players production of Chicago in the spring of 2009. 


